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mortality of 42 per cent. Twenty cases treated by same person by means 
of lumbar puncture show a mortality of 43 per cent. 

J. E. Clarke (New York). 

MONATSSCHRIFT FUR PSYCHIATRIE UND NEUROLOGIC 

(Vol. 16, 1904, No. 5, November.) 

1. The Application of the Ergograph in the Investigation of Ataxia, with 

Other Ergographic Results in Diseases of the Nerves. Aub. 

2. The Population of the Netherlandish Insane Asylums in the Second 

Half of the Nineteenth Century. W. Schermers. 

3. Delirious Asymboly and Epileptic Oligophasia. A. Bernstein. 

4. Therapeutic Results in Acute Psychoses. F. Klein. 

5. The Psychoses of Prisons. N. Skliar. 

6. Compensatory Movements in Affections of the Brain. W. v. Bech- 

terew. 

7. The Seventy-sixth Assembly of German Naturalists and Physicians in 

.Breslau, Sept. 18 to 24, 1904. 

1. Ergograph in Ataxia. —Aub has employed the ergograph of Kratpe- 
lin, which is so arranged as to show the smallest possible error. Neverthe¬ 
less, the instrument still records complicated muscular contractions, and 
not the contraction of a single muscle. Aub describes the application of 
the instrument, and certain precautions that must be taken in its use.. His 
results were as follows: In tabes there is a slight diminution in the 
fatigue. Even the fourth or fifth successive curve shows little alteration, 
although normally there is a distinct change in the second curve. There is 
more variability in the curve than in the normal cases, and this is increased 
by closing the eyes. In Friedreich’s disease the curve is irregular, and this 
irregularity is not increased by closing the eyes. In multiple sclerosis the 
patient rapidly becomes fatigued; the curve is even more irregular than in 
tabes, and this irregularity is not increased by closing the eyes. In cere¬ 
bellar disease the irregularity of the curve is not particularly marked. In 
cortical ataxia the disturbance or unilateral disturbance is very clearly 
shown. In peripheral paralysis the elevation is low and frequent, corre¬ 
sponding to the degree of paralysis. In paralysis or paresis due to lesion 
of the pyramidal tracts the elevation of the curve is lower than normal 
and the frequency of the elevation is less. Certain variations in the char¬ 
acter of the curve could also be made out. Some excellent illustrations 
accompany this article. 

2. Insanity in the Netherlands. —Schermers shows that the number of 
inmates of the insane asylums in the Netherlands has increased not only 
absolutely but relatively to the increase in the population in the last fifty 
years. The more chronic forms of insanity seem to be common, because 
the percentages of recoveries and of deaths have both slightly diminished-. 
He believes that some method of getting rid of the chronic cases should 
be adopted, either colonization or distribution among families. Otherwise 
insane asylums are more likely to become homes than hospitals for the 
cure of disease. Moreover, the asylums are so crowded that it is difficult 
to find places for recent cases, and they are not admitted until the disease 
has reached an incurable stage. 

3. Asymboly. —A woman of 25 with acute pneumonia developed acute 
dementia. As a characteristic symptom there was disturbance of the rec¬ 
ognition of objects. She was unable to name accurately various pictures 
of familiar things. This Bernstein calls asymboly. It occurs particularly 
in delirium tremens. The second case, a woman of 52, suffering from a 
form of hysteria common in Russia and known under the name of 
“klikuschestwo,” when shown a picture was only able to recognize it after 
she had traced its outlines with her finger. Very small pictures, however, 
she could recognize at once. Bernstein believes that this symptom is due 
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to extreme contraction of the field of vision. The existence of a contrac¬ 
tion could also be determined. The third case, a boy of 19, had epilepsy 
and was arrested and found in a state of confusion. He appeared incapable 
of recognizing any object. Later he recovered. There appeared to be a 
double symptom here: inability to recognize, and later, inability to name 
correctly the objects. The latter symptom may be considered a functional 
aphasia or oligophasia. Bernstein discusses the literature of the transient 
disturbances of speech in epilepsy. 

4. Treatment of Acute Psychoses. —Chloral-hydrate is a valuable hyp¬ 
notic, acting particularly well in maniacal conditions, in doses of from 
20 to 30 grains. It is contraindicated in all forms of organic heart disease,, 
atheroma, chronic nephritis and conditions that interfere with respiration. 
It should not be employed for long periods, because it gives rise to gas¬ 
tritis,' ulcerative enteritis and scorbutic diseases. The combination of mor- 
phium with chloral-hydrate should not be employed. Paraldehyde is prac¬ 
tically without danger. Occasionally, if the patient does not sleep there 
is a light delirium with slight reddening of the face. Even large doses 
are not dangerous, and one dram may be given two or three times in the 
course of an evening. It has a disagreeable odor and taste, produces a 
disagreeable odor on the breath, and if its use is continued it causes loss 
of appetite and its action is not sedative. Dormiol, a mixture of chloral-hy¬ 
drate and amylhydrate. is less valuable than either chloral or paraldehyde. 
It may produce gastrointestinal catarrh, congestion of the head, and occa¬ 
sionally exanthemata. Amylanhvdrate is chiefly used in status epilepticus or 
states of hysterical confusion. It should be given into the muscles. In 
the general treatment of acute psychoses Klein believes that there are four 
important factors: First, rapid quieting; second, conservation of the vital 
force; third, improved supervision; and fourth, a more exact observation 
of the vegetative functions. Hydrotherapy is a most valuable measure. 
Prolonged full baths are of great value in maniacal conditions, or in states 
of hallucination with ideas of grandeur and motor excitement. A more 
intermittent form is useful in cases of precordial distress, in climacteric 
psychoses and in hystero-neurasthenic conditions. In states of melon- 
cholia prolonged full baths are of disadvantage. Sometimes prolonged 
bathing produces a diminution in the weight of the body. Fresh air is 
also a calming force in states of excitement. A rich, stimulating diet is 
also of importance. When patients are first admitted it is Klein’s custom 
to administer an adequate dose of castor oil emulsified in hot milk. Alco¬ 
hol can be used with advantage, particularly in the form of red wine. It 
stimulates the appetite, prevents collapse and is particularly valuable in old 
age. Occasionally it is necessary to use the stomach tube or to nourish 
the patient by nutrient clysmata. It is important that the patient should 
receive an adequate supply of fresh air. Finally, it is important to keep the 
patients occupied, even in states of acute psychosis. 

5. Prison Psychoses. —Skliar continues his description of cases of in¬ 
sanity occurring among the prisoners in Switzerland. Among the symp¬ 
toms hallucinations were common. The disease develops rapidly and re¬ 
covery is usually prompt. If, however, the patients are maintained as 
prisoners after the occurrence of the symptoms it is not uncommon for de¬ 
mentia to follow the acute attack. The imprisonment itself must be re¬ 
garded as the most important determining cause. 

6 . Compensatory Movements in Hemiplegia. —Von Bechterew descrilies 
two cases in which compensatory movements occurred in the opposite side 
in the course of hemiplegia. He believes that the only explanation is the 
transference of the irritation to the other sphere. 

7. Breslau Meeting. —The papers read at the meeting of the German 
naturalists and physicians in Breslau, Sept. 18 to 25, 1904, were as follows: 
Amentia, by E. Stransky; Clinical and Anatomical Contribution to the 
Pathology of the Left Temporal Lobe. By C. Freund ; A Clinical Contribu- 
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tion to the Pathology of the Left Temporal Lobe, by Freund; A Case of 
Choreatic Disturbance of Motion in an Adult, by Kobisch; Investigations 
upon the Cerebrospinal Fluid, by A. Fuchs; The Method of Cytologic In¬ 
vestigations, by R. Rosenthal; Hypnosis Hysteria; their Common and 
Opposed Relations in the Light of Mechanistic Universal Consideration, 
By Grossmann; The Metabolism in Obstinate Cases of Mental Disease, by 
Rosenfeld; The Influence of Cerebral Moments upon Menstruation, and the 
Treatment of Disturbance of Menstruation by Hypnotic Suggestion, by 
Delius; Rontgen Pictures of the Head in Disease of the Base of the 
Skull, by Schuller; Report upon the Pathogenesis of Choked Disc; by 
Saenger. 


(Vol. 16, 1904, 'No. 6, December.) 

1. The Precocious Form of Dementia Paralytica. G. Eisath. 

2. The Significance of the Babinski Plantar Reflex, and the Oppenheim Leg 

Reflex as a Criterion of Disease of the Pyramidal Tracts. 

B. Pfeifer. 

3. A Case of Dementia Paralytica Following Abdominal Typhoid, with 

Termination in Complete Recovery. O. Foerster. 

4. A New Theory of Hemiplegic Disturbance of Emotion. M. Rothmann. 

1. Precocious Dementia Paralytica .—A girl whose father had been 
alcoholic, but apparently never syphilitic, and who had not been exposed 
to infection, at the age of 23 had an attack during which she slept for four¬ 
teen days. Immediately afterward she became gay and had delusions 
of grandeur, with, from time to time, periods of excitement. The pupils 
reacted well; there were no disturbances in any of the cranial nerves and 
no disease of any of the viscera. Her condition varied from delusions 
of grandeur, excitement almost maniacal in character, stuporous stare 
and an almost normal condition, in which she realized that her mind was 
affected. Later she improved, returned home, developed an ulcer of the 
stomach, grew worse and was returned to the asylum, where it was found 
that the pupillary reactions were no longer normal. She had an attack re¬ 
sembling uremia (though there was no albumin in the urine), during which 
she died. The microscopical examination showed changes resembling 
those of dementia paralytica. Discussing this case, Eisath calls attention to 
the frequency with which hereditary syphilis, or syphilis acquired in youth, 
is the cause of an early form of paralytic dementia. He believes the sever¬ 
ity of this case was due partly to the fact that there is no reason to suspect 
previous syphilitic infection, partly to the fact that the paralytic symptoms 
developed so late. 

2. Babinski and Ofpenhcim Reflexes. —Oppenheim’s reflex consists of a 
dorsal flexion of the toes, if the inner side of the leg just back of the edge 
of the tibia is stroked with a blunt object. It occurs only in patients with 
the spastic symptom-complex. In normal individuals this stroking usually 
produces a plantar flexion of the toes. In patients with a hypotonic symp¬ 
tom-complex it is more frequently absent than in normal individuals. It 
is less constant than the Babinski reflex, which in other respects it re¬ 
sembles. Pfeifer has examined this reflex in a number of cases, comparing 
it with the plantar reflex. In a case of infantile convulsions it was pres¬ 
ent, although the Babinski reflex was absent. In fourteen cases of multiple 
sclerosis the results differed in nine. He also discusses a number of other 
conditions in which there was difference in the reflexes, and is unable to 
find any satisfactory explanation of this. In regard to the occurrence of 
both reflexes, he supposes that there are bulbar or cerebello-spinal tracts 
which are only active in the earliest periods of the development of the 
spinal cord. These produce dorsal flexion upon the sensory stimulation of 
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the skin of the foot, the arc being completed in the cortex. Later the cen¬ 
trifugal fibers passing through the pyramidal tracts produce plantar flex¬ 
ion upon the stimulation of the skin. If the conductivity of the pyramidal 
tract is impaired or destroyed the tracts of earlier development resume their 
function and produce the dorsal flexion. 

3. Dementia Paralytica and Typhoid. —A man of 42, without syphilitic 
history, had a severe attack of typhoid fever. When he was able to leave 
his bed it was noted that his character had changed. He took interest in 
nothing; was careless about himself; complained of headache; slept little, 
and was sensitive to sounds. Later he complained of vertigo and ceaseless 
tinnitus. His speech was drawling; there was tremor of the muscles of 
the face and hands, but the pupils were normal. There was hypotonia of 
the legs, patellar clonus and increased Achilles tendon reflexes. His in¬ 
telligence was greatly diminished. His general condition was that of apa¬ 
thy. He gradually recovered and in the course of nine months was appar¬ 
ently perfectly normal and capable of returning to his work, which he 
performed satisfactorily. Foerster regards it as a case of post-typhoid 
disease of the central nervous system. 

4. Emotion and Hemiplegia. —Rothmann believes that, in addition to 

the pyramidal tracts, there are other tracts in the spinal cord conveying 
impulses centrifugally. Whether these tracts are in a state of functional 
activity when the pyramidal tract is normal is a question that cannot be 
determined, but there is some evidence which shows that they are. When 
the pyramidal tract is destroyed it is possible that they become active. 
Complete relaxed paralysis occurs when not only the cortical but the sub¬ 
cortical centers are destroyed. If only the cortical centers are destroyed 
then the subcortical centers may become active and account for the hemi¬ 
plegic disturbances of movement. J. Sailer (Philadelphia). 

REVUE DE PSYCHIATRIE ET DE PSYCHOLOGIE EXPERIMENTALE 

(January, 1905.) 

1. Latent Uterine Infections in the Newly Delivered and Their Importance 

in Mental Medicine.—Visceral Insanity. Picqu£. 

2. Vesanic Dementia. Is it a Dementia? Toulouse and Damaye. 

3. Some Facts on the Mental Improvement Following Fever. Vaschide. 

4. A Case of Abstraction in a Dog. Pieron. 

5. The Metatrophic Treatment of Epilepsy. Kinberg. 

1. Uterine Infections. In this review of the phychoses of the post¬ 
partum period the acute septic infections are not considered. Fourteen 
cases are cited and discussed. All of these cases were surgically treated, 
with the result that six recovered, three improved and five were unim¬ 
proved. The article is a plea for systematic gynecological examination of 
insane women and surgical intervention when indicated. 

2. Vesanic Dementia. —Continued article. Will be abstracted when 
concluded. 

3. Mental Improvement following Fever. —Three cases are cited, one 
of maniacal excitement, one of depression and one of mystical delirium. 
The first two had attacks of la grippe, the third of pneumonia. In each 
instance the mental condition cleared up during the fever, the symptoms 
returning when it_subsided. 

4. Abstraction in a Dog. —Of no interest to the alienist. 

5. Treatment of Epilepsy. —The method of treatment employed is the 
method of hypochlorization with the administration of sodium bromide. 
The conclusions reached are as follows: 

1. The treatment diminishes to a considerable degree the frequency and 
the intensity of the attacks, and appears to prevent completely status 
epilepticus. 



